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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Kathleen Ramsay

Sent: Monday, October 05, 2020 4:43 PM

To: 'Kina Thorpe'

Cc: Maura Carroll

Subject: RE: Workshop Inquiry from the Town of Middlebury

Hi Kina and Maura: 
 
First, by way of background, Kina Thorpe is the Educational Program Manager for the Peace & Justice 
Center of Vermont, and Maura Carroll is the Executive Director for the Vermont League of Cities & 
Towns. 
 
When I heard of Vermont Community Foundation’s Spark Connecting Community Grants, I wondered 
if there was someway to use this program to leverage the development of a anti-racism program for 
Vermont’s cities and towns, rather than each community, many with limited financial resources and 
staff, developing an approach on their own. 
 
From the VCF website, the second round of 2020 Spark grant funding will prioritize applications whose 

efforts: 

  demonstrate creative strategies for keeping people engaged and connected to each other and to 

their communities while maintaining physical distancing as appropriate; 

  propose thoughtful strategies to educate communities on topics of racial equity and justice; 

and/or 

  facilitate local conversations on topics of diverse and welcoming communities. 

Here is the URL for the program, in case the hyperlink above does not work: 
https://www.vermontcf.org/NonprofitsGrants/AvailableGrants/SparkConnectingCommunity.aspx  
 
The deadline is coming right up on Thursday, October 15, so we may not have time to develop a 
thoughtful proposal for a joint effort for this round, but wanted to plant a seed in case future 
opportunities arise.. 
 
Thanks again and please be well, 
Kathleen 
 
 

From: Kina Thorpe <program@pjcvt.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 30, 2020 3:06 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Re: Workshop Inquiry from the Town of Middlebury 
 

Hi Kathleen,  
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Thanks for reaching out, and for your interest in working with the Peace & Justice Center! I'd be happy to talk 
with you about the possibility of working together. We just finished moving Building Empathy & Addressing 
Racial Oppression to an online format and will be running it for the first time at the end of October, so it is 
something that we can definitely talk about!  
 
Something important for you to know is that we are currently only doing our programming online. It would be 
helpful for you to fill out a Program Request Form to give me a better sense of what you're looking for as well 
as other necessary details like when, what work is already being done, etc. That will help me figure out how 
best we might be able to serve you. Once you fill that out, we can reconnect to talk about what you 
submitted. 
 
If you have any questions while filling it out, please let me know. 
 
Best, 
-Kina 
 
 
-- 
Kina Thorpe 
Peace & Justice Center 
Educational Program Manager 
(802) 863-2345 X 9 
She/Her 
 
 
Please note: I work Monday-Friday, typically 12-6:00pm. If you contact me outside of those hours, please expect a delayed 

response. Thank you! 
 
 

              
 PJCVT.org                 60 Lake Street, Burlington                   802-863-2345 

 

From: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 11:11 AM 
To: Kina Thorpe <program@pjcvt.org> 
Subject: Workshop Inquiry from the Town of Middlebury  
  

  
Good morning! 
  
I hope this inquiry finds you well.  I’m writing about the possibility of the Peace and Justice Center 
providing assistance conducting a facilitated retreat (or retreats) for the Middlebury Selectboard to dive 
more deeply into the issue of systemic racism and its impact on the community.  The Board would also 
like to learn more about strategies and policy tools used in municipalities to address systemic racism. 
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I noticed in your program guide that “Building Empathy and Addressing Racism” is coming online 
soon.  I would welcome the opportunity to discuss whether this program or one of the programs you’ve 
done for other municipalities might be a good fit for us, please. 
  
Thanks for your consideration, 
Kathleen  
  
Kathleen Swinington Ramsay 

Town Manager 

Town of Middlebury 

77 Main Street 

Middlebury, VT  05753 

kramsay@townofmiddlebury.org 

802-388-8100 ext. 201 
802-458-8000 (direct) 

802-989-4704 (mobile) 
  


